
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ST. FRANCIS COUNTY, ARKANSAS 
 
 

MARSHALL WRIGHT and 
JOSH LANDERS                    PLAINTIFFS 
     
v.     CASE NO. 62CV-22-288 
 
STEEL, WRIGHT, GRAY, PLLC; 
CAPITOL LAW GROUP, LLC; 
NATE STEEL, and ALEX GRAY                         DEFENDANTS 
 
STEEL, WRIGHT, GRAY, PLLC, 
NATE STEEL, and ALEX GRAY       COUNTER-CLAIMANTS 
 
v. 
 
MARSHALL WRIGHT                  COUNTER-DEFENDANT 
 

COUNTERCLAIM 
 

 Defendants/Counter-Claimants Steel, Wright, Gray, PLLC, Nate Steel, and Alex Gray 

(collectively, “Counter-Claimants”), for their counterclaim against Counter-Defendant Marshall 

Wright, state: 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE 

1. Steel, Wright, Gray, PLLC (“SWG”) is an Arkansas limited liability company, 

licensed to business in the State of Arkansas, with its principal place of business located in Little 

Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas. 

2. Nate Steel (“Steel”) is an individual and a resident of Pulaski County, Arkansas. 

3. Alex Gray (“Gray”) is an individual and a resident of Pulaski County, Arkansas. 

4. Marshall Wright (“Wright”) is an individual and a resident of St. Francis County, 

Arkansas. 
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5. This Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter under Arkansas 

Code Annotated §§ 16-4-101 and 16-13-201.   

6. Venue is proper in St. Francis County, Arkansas, under Arkansas Code  

Annotated § 16-60-101. 

FACTS 
 

7. Steel, Wright, and Gray were law partners and members in SWG from January of 

2016, through December of 2022. 

8. On September 18, 2017, Wright was a member of a business that submitted an 

application for a medical marijuana dispensary license. 

9. On or about January 2019, Wright’s business was awarded a medical marijuana 

dispensary license for a dispensary in Heber Springs, Arkansas. 

10. Following the award of Wright’s license, SWG, Steel, and Gray maintained a law 

practice that was heavily focused on the Arkansas medical marijuana program.  

11. In November 2020, Steel and Gray became licensees themselves in an Arkansas 

medical marijuana dispensary and cultivation company that is separate and unrelated to Wright. 

12. On March 15, 2022, Wright emailed Gray seeking to have Steel and Gray’s business 

and/or business associates purchase Wright’s medical marijuana dispensary license for $6.4mm.  

A copy of the March 15, 2022 email is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “1.” 

13. Gray declined Wright’s offer. 

14. Wright further requested that Gray, and SWG, assist him in persuading other 

companies to purchase his interest.  

15. After repeated and unsuccessful attempts to have Steel and Gray’s business and/or 

business associates purchase Wright’s medical marijuana dispensary license, on November 4, 



3 
 

2022, Wright filed a complaint against Steel, Wright, Gray, PLLC (the “Firm”), Capitol Law 

Group, LLC, Nate Steel, and Alex Gray (collectively, “Defendants”) alleging fraud and other 

unsubstantiated claims. 

16. Subsequent to filing the Complaint, Wright communicated that this matter could be 

resolved if Steel and Gray’s business and/or business associates would buy Wright’s medical 

marijuana dispensary license and, if not, Wright would embarrass and publicize salacious and false 

allegations against Steel and Gray.  

17. On April 14, 2023, Defendants filed a Motion to Dismiss. 

18. On September 13, 2023, Wright filed an Amended Complaint that contained 

erroneous, inflammatory, and knowingly false allegations throughout. 

19. Subsequent to filing the Amended Complaint, Wright again communicated that this 

matter could be resolved if Steel and Gray’s business and/or business associates would buy 

Wright’s medical marijuana business interests and, if not, Wright would follow through on the 

threat to embarrass and publicize the salacious and false allegations against Steel and Gray alleged 

in the Amended Complaint. 

20. Wright has knowledge that his Amended Complaint includes allegations which are 

false.  These allegations are made to embarrass, harass, and attempt to coerce Steel, Gray, and their 

related business entities and partners. 

21. Wright seeks substantial damages and attorney’s fees by asserting false allegations 

in an effort to harm the reputations of Steel and Gray in the marijuana industry and as attorneys. 

22. Wright knowingly and erroneously alleges that Steel and Gray worked on the 2016 

medical marijuana ballot measure for the management company. See Amended Complaint at ¶¶ 

19, 21.  Neither the Firm nor Steel and Gray had any involvement in the ballot measure, as Wright 
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is well aware from his time in the Firm during this period.  As Wright is aware, the Firm did not 

begin its representation of the management company until June 2, 2017.  A redacted copy of the 

Engagement Letter with the management company is attached hereto and incorporated herein as 

Exhibit “2.” 

23. Wright knowingly and erroneously alleges that Wright had no knowledge or 

involvement in the representation of the management company. See Amended Complaint at ¶¶ 19–

20.  Within two weeks from SWG being engaged by the management company, Wright began 

billing for his work on medical marijuana applications, and his work continued through the 

application submissions in September 2017. Redacted copies of the Firm’s billing records are 

attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “3.” 

24. Wright knowingly and erroneously alleges that the Firm, Steel, and Gray did not 

disclose that it represented the management company. See Amended Complaint at ¶¶ 35–37, 66–

67. On July 11, 2017, however, Gray sent an engagement letter to potential applicants with a copy 

to Wright.  A redacted copy of the July 11, 2017 email with attached engagement letter is attached 

hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “4.”  This is the same engagement letter that was sent to 

Wright’s co-Plaintiff, Josh Landers.  The engagement letter attached and copied to Wright 

expressly identified the scope of the representation as “preparing legal documents for your 

application for a medical marijuana dispensary license in Zone 6.” Id. Further, the engagement 

letter identified the lawyers that would work on the matter as “Jeremy Hutchinson, Nate Steel, 

Marshall Wright, and [Alex Gray].” Id.  The engagement letter also disclosed the representation 

of the management company: 

You also understand and agree that the Firm represents [the management 
company] and its affiliates, subsidiaries, and related companies that are further 
assisting with you application for the medical marijuana dispensary and, if 
successful obtaining a license, will manage the dispensary. You agree to waive any 
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and all conflicts relating to the Firm’s representation of [the management 
company] and, in the event a conflict arises, you agree that the Firm will withdrawal 
from its representation of you and will represent [the management company]. You 
are encouraged to have independent legal counsel review all documents. Id. 
(emphasis added). 

 
25. Wright knowingly and erroneously alleges that he had no knowledge of the 2018 

operating agreement’s language. See Amended Complaint at ¶¶ at 58–64, 66–67. In September 

2017, Wright reviewed and revised the operating agreement for the business of which he and his 

co-Plaintiff, Josh Landers, are members, including the language in Section 4.4 of the operating 

agreement upon which the Amended Complaint is based. Copies of the September 14–15, 2017 

emails regarding Wright revising Wright and Landers’s business’s operating agreement are 

collectively attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “5”; see also Amended Complaint 

at ¶ 64.  Wright again reviewed and approved the language in the operating agreement in 2018.  A 

copy of a November 28, 2018 email with attached signature page from Wright to Gray is attached 

hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “6.” 

26. Wright knowingly and erroneously alleges that the signature of Wright on the 

operating agreement is not “genuine.”  See Amended Complaint at ¶ 65.  On November 30, 2018, 

however, Wright emailed his executed signature page to Gray.  See Exhibit 6. 

27. Wright knowingly and erroneously alleges that Steel and Gray brokered 

Revolution’s acquisition of the membership interest in Pure Health Products. See Amended 

Complaint at ¶¶ 68–74, 76. Steel and Gray, however, were first introduced to Revolution after 

Revolution’s acquisition of the membership interest in Pure Health Products.  See Affidavit of Alex 

Gray attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “7.” 

28. Wright knowingly and erroneously alleges that the 2020 revised agreements were 

drafted by Steel and Gray. See Amended Complaint at ¶¶ 75–80. Wright knew, however, that 
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Revolution’s counsel drafted the revised 2020 agreements.  See Exhibit 7.  Indeed, Gray emailed 

the revised 2020 agreements from Revolution’s counsel to Wright and the other members of the 

Heber Springs dispensary entity on February 3, 2020.  See Exhibit 7.  

29. All of the above exhibits were in the possession of Wright prior to filing this action 

in November 2022. 

30. On October 2, 2023, Defendants filed a Motion to Dismiss or in the Alternative a 

Motion for a More Definite Statement. 

31. On October 2, 2023, Defendants filed a Motion to Disqualify Plaintiffs’ Counsel. 

32. Upon information and belief, subsequent to the filing of the Motion to Dismiss or 

in the Alternative a Motion for a More Definite Statement and the Motion to Disqualify Plaintiffs’ 

Counsel, Wright, by and through his counsel, actively caused the erroneous allegations to be 

publicized through local, statewide, and national media.  

33. Wright, by and through his counsel, persisted in publicizing the erroneous 

allegations to the media.  For example, on October 16, 2023, Arkansas Business published a front-

page article containing multiple quotes from Wright’s counsel, Scott Poynter, in a front-page article 

entitled, “Suit Says Firm Rigged System.” 

34. The False and irrelevant statements reveal the true purpose of Wright’s Amended 

Complaint; namely, to harass and embarrass Defendants, and attempt to coerce Steel and Gray’s 

business and/or business associates to purchase Wright’s medical marijuana dispensary license to 

avoid further false and defamatory publicity. 

COUNT I: 
ABUSE OF PROCESS 

 
35. Paragraphs 1 through 34 are restated and incorporated. 
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36. Counter-Claimants have sustained damages as a result of Wright’s filing of the 

Complaint and Amended Complaint in this matter and using same for an ulterior purpose—to 

harass and embarrass Steel and Gray and to coerce the Firm, Steel, Gray, and Steel and Gray’s 

business and business partners to purchase Wright’s medical marijuana dispensary license. 

37. Wright set in motion the filing of the Complaint and Amended Complaint in this 

matter directed at the Firm, Steel, and Gray. 

38. Wright has, and continues to, use the proceedings in this matter to accomplish an 

ulterior purpose— to harass and embarrass Steel and Gray and to extort and coerce the Firm, Steel, 

Gray, and Steel and Gray’s business and business associates to purchase Wright’s medical 

marijuana dispensary license—for which it was not designed by alleging knowingly false claims 

in the Complaint and Amended Complaint for legal malpractice, fraud, and constructive fraud. 

39. Wright has willfully used process in a manner not proper in the regular conduct of 

this proceeding. 

40. Wright’s acts are a proximate cause of Counter-Claimants damages. 

 
COUNT II: 

PUNITIVE DAMAGES 
 

41. Paragraphs 1 through 40 are restated and incorporated. 

42. Wright knew or ought to have known, in the light of the surrounding circumstances, 

that his conduct would naturally and probably result in damage, and he continued such conduct 

with malice or in reckless disregard of the consequences from which malice may be inferred. 

43. Wright intentionally pursued a course of conduct for the purpose of causing 

Counter-Claimants damage. 
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44. Counter-Claimants are entitled to punitive damages in the greatest amount allowed 

by applicable law. 

JURY DEMAND 

45. Counter-Claimants demand a trial by jury on all issues triable to a jury under law. 

WHEREFORE, Counter-Claimants Steel, Wright, Gray, PLLC, Nate Steel, and Alex Gray 

pray for a judgment in their favor and against Counter-Defendant Marshall Wright, and for the 

following relief: 

(a) Compensatory damages to be proven at the trial of this matter in an amount greater 

than the amount required for federal jurisdiction in diversity-of-citizenship cases; 

(b) Punitive damages in the greatest amount allowed by law; 

(c) Plaintiffs’ attorneys’ fees and costs;  

(d) Prejudgment and post-judgment interest in the greatest amount allowed by law; and 

(e) All other relief to which Counter-Claimants are entitled. 

 
QUATTLEBAUM, GROOMS & TULL PLLC 
111 Center Street, Suite 1900 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
(501) 379-1700 Telephone 
(501) 379-1701 Facsimile 
jtull@qgtlaw.com 
twyatt@qgtlaw.com 
 
By /s/ John E. Tull III     

John E. Tull III, Ark. Bar No. 84150 
Thomas H. Wyatt, Ark. Bar No. 2013273 
 

Attorneys for Steel, Wright, Gray, PLLC,  
Nate Steel, and Alex Gray 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, John E. Tull, III, hereby certify that on this 26th day of October, 2023, I served the 
foregoing via electronic mail and by U.S. Mail on the following: 
 
 Scott Poynter 
 Daniel Holland 

Clay Ellis 
 POYNTER LAW GROUP, PLLC 
 407 President Clinton Ave., Suite 201 
 Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 (501) 812-3943 Telephone 
 Scott@poynterlawgroup.com 

Daniel@poynterlawgroup.com 
Clay Ellis@poynterlawgroup.com 
 
Rik Tozzi 
Burr Forman 
420 North 20th Street, Suite 3400 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
(205) 251-3000 Telephone 
rik.tozzi@burr.com. 
 
 

 

/s/ John E. Tull III     
John E. Tull III 

 
















































































































